
Benefits of

Off-Stream 

 Watering

One of the most important actions 
you can take to ensure herd health 
is providing a constant and clean 
supply of water. A great way to 
ensure that you always have that 
clean supply of water is to install 
offstream watering systems.

For Cattle

• Decreased risk of disease, injury, 
and calf mortality

• Increased weight

• Clean and constant supply of 
water

For Aquatic Wildlife

• Reduced input of nutrients, 
sediment, and pathogens 
leading to healthy wildlife.

• More diversity and larger fish 
populations.

• Enhanced habitat for all wildlife 
including Hellbenders and game 
fish.
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Herd Health & Stream Health

• Bare soil and erosion on your stream 
stream banks

• Pathogens spreading through your herd

• Injuries from access to the creek

• Unexplained weight loss

• Decreasing fish populations

• Watering tanks and water delivery 
systems.

• Fencing

• Streambank stabilization

• Stable stream crossings

• Prescribed grazing

• Fish and Wildlife Habitat Enhancement

Have you noticed?

Assistance Available
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Wildlife Spotlight 
Working Lands for Wildlife is partnering 

with producers like you all over the country

to find win-win solutions for wildlife and 

agriculture. In the Appalachian region,

we’re focusing on Eastern Hellbenders, 

a giant, aquatic salamander reaching 

up to 2 1/2 feet in length! You may know 

them by another name, but whatever you 

call them, they’re worth protecting!

Keeping your herd healthy is the most 

important thing to ensure the productivity 

of your operation. While allowing cattle 

to access streams is an option for

watering the herd, streams can also pose 

health risks to your cattle.

• Wallowing areas can quickly spread 

      pathogens through the herd.

• Eroding stream banks pose an injury 

      risk from failing banks and areas where 

      cows and calves can get stuck.

• Unstable crossings can cause injury to 

      legs and hooves. 

Through NRCS’s Working Lands for 

Wildlife, technical and financial

assistance are available to implement

practices that can improve quality

and supply of water for your herd.

For more information on technical
and financial assistance available through 
Working Lands for Wildlife, contact your 
local USDA Service Center.


